
Bonsai by the Month Paul Weishaar  

Bonsai by the Month  Cover  

Presidentôs Message/Knoxville 

Bonsai Exhibition  
Page 2 & 3 

Bjorn Bjorholm  Pages 4 & 5  

Calendar/MABA 2010  

Sponsors  

Page 6 

Page 7 

7  

T
h

e
 B

o
n

s
a

i 
C

re
a

ti
o

n
 

T
H

E
 

I
N

D
I

A
N

A
P

O
L

I
S

 
B

O
NS

A
I

 
C

L
U

B
 

N
E

W
S

L
E

T
T

E
R 

Volume 99 

March 2010  
Spring is springing. Spring has sprung. However 
that saying goeséit sure seems like spring.  
Wellé..not yet according to the calendar. Offi-
cially the first day of spring in 2010 does not 

arrive until March 20. 

Whatever the actual date spring begins, this is 
the month to get excited and re-inspired after 
the long winter doldrums. This month the land-
scape reawakens. However delicately, it is un-
mistakable. As the days lengthen and brighten, 
subtle evidence of that reawakening will soon 
appear in your bonsai collection. This is the time 
to keep a close watch on dormant trees for re-
newed growth and to be ready to take appropri-
ate action. Just be sure and you donôt jump the 

gun and begin working too early. 

 Working. Work. Is that a good description of 
what we really want to do? A quick look in Web-
sterôs Dictionary (the 1957 edition I took with me 
when I enrolled at Purdue) produced the follow-
ing synonyms: labor, travail, toil, drudgery, grind, 
etc. Thatôs not what I want to do. Maybe I should 
review some other dictionaries and find a defini-
tion I like. Hmmmm, that one is not appropriate, 
neither is that. I think I will check the internet. 
Here we go, this applies: an activity in which one 
sustains a physical or mental effort to overcome 
obstacles and achieve an objective or result. 
That works for me. Oh noéI used that ñworkò 
word again. Anyway, it is time to do your spring 
bonsai chores. I wonder what Webster says 

about choresééé. 

I am assuming you have completed the tasks 
we have outlined over the past two months. As-
suming. Assume. Thereôs another word I donôt 
like. No, I am not getting the dictionary out 
again. I know the uncensored definition of as-
sume. To rephrase what I said, I know you have 
studied your bonsai and know exactly what you 

wish to do. Your soil is sifted and mixed or you 
have purchased some premixed soil.  You have 
cleaned and sharpened all your tools. All your 
old pots are clean and you have purchased any 
new pots required. In addition you have drain-
age screen, wire, Superthrive or HB101, liquid 

hormones, mycorrhiza and tool sterilizer. 

You get the idea. Whaté.some of you have not 
completed the above items? If this description 
fits you it is not time to begin spring bonsai 

chores, itôs PANIC TIME. 

One of the first tasks is spring pruning. Pruning 
is best accomplished before you repot the tree 
as it is still setting solid in the pot. This is the 
time for heavy pruning as the tree is still concen-
trating its energy in the roots. When the buds 
begin to open the energy is transferred to the 
branches and removal of branches becomes a 

greater shock to the tree. 

Trunks and older branches need to have un-
wanted buds removed now. This is easy as the 
buds, when they are just popping out, can be 
knocked off with no effort. The ease of these 
buds coming off is why you should have wired in 

January or February on deciduous trees. 

Remove any old wire. While there is no foliage 
on the deciduous trees it is an excellent time to 
inspect for old wire. It seems like I always find a 
few places where I missed removing some wire. 
If you leave the wire on too long it will scar the 
branch. If the branch pops back to its original 

position simply rewire it. 

This is a good time to remove moss from the 
trunk and exposed roots on your trees. Simply 
take an old toothbrush, dip it in a mild soap mix-

ture and gently scrub away. (continued on page 5) 
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Well, itôs official.  My area at Lilly just an-
nounced that my area is shutting down and 
49 people have been put on reallocation.  
That means that I have 12 weeks to find a 
job at Lilly or must exit the company.  After 
closely examining my situation, I think it is 
best for me to take early retirement.  I will 
receive 20+ months of severance pay and 
may take the opportunity to stay at home 
with my kids through the summer.  I am 
sending out my resume to some compa-
nies so that may not happen.  After working 
there for 29+ years, my last day at Lilly will 
probably be March 9th.  It will seem very 

strange not having to go there anymore. 

 

Looking forward to going to Brusselôs Bon-
sai Nursery the first weekend in March.  It 
looks like there are quite a few of us plan-
ning on going down.  Again, if you want us 
to pick you something up, please let us 
know.  It would be a perfect opportunity to 
get something nice to work on for the Bjorn 
Bjorholm workshop.  Speaking of which, no 
one signed up for this at the last meeting.  
He is a very talented young bonsai artist 
trained in Japan.  I will add some photoôs of 
his work which he emailed me last week in 
this news letter.  I think that you will agree 
that he really is a very impressive bonsai 

artist. 

 

Did everyone see the interviews that I did 
with WTHRôs Tim ñTreeboyò Bush?  The 
first one I did was live and I was pretty 
nervous.  Tim told me ñwhatever you do, 
donôt look at the cameraò.  As you probably 

noticed, if you saw it, I never once looked 
at the camera.  The second one was much 
easier.  He just coached me a little prior to 
it and asked me a few questions while the 
camera man shot all of the trees.  He said 
that they would edit it back at the station 
and it would look great when it was done.  I 
received a lot of good feedback.  Letôs see 

if it helps the club. 

 

When the interview was over Tim and I 
spoke for about a half hour.  He asked 
what else I did and I told him about my 
interest in Lincoln.  He told me that he was 
a Lincoln fanatic as well. He recently sold 
most of his Lincoln book collection and has 
travelled all over the country visiting all of 
the Lincoln sites.  He asked me if I had 
visited the new Lincoln exhibit at the Indi-
ana State Museum.  I told him that I had 
and he asked if I wanted him to set me up 
so that I can see the remainder of the arti-
facts which are housed in the basement.  
Of course I told him that I would love to.  
He is reporting from there on Saturday the 
20th and would set that up for me.  He took 
my cell phone number.  Weôll see what 

happens. 

 

I was cussing him while digging my trees 
out of the frozen mulch in the winter hut the 
weekend before.  They thawed out at the 
conservatory so I took them back home 
after the interview and placed them in my 
garage for the rest of the winter.  It has 
never gotten down to freezing in there all 
winter.  I may go ahead and get the trees 

that need it re-potted in the next month or 

so as well. 

 

After I got to work after the Treeboy inter-
view, I checked my email.  I was elated to 
find an email from Bill Valavanis stating 
ñCongratulations!  Your Chinese Elm and 
Chichi Ginkgo have been accepted for dis-
play in the 2nd US National Bonsai Exhibi-
tion on June 12 and 13, 2010 in Rochester, 
New Yorkò.  I must re-pot them and bring 
my own display tables and accent plants.  
They will be professionally photographed 
and will be included in the book of the 
same title which will be published soon 
after the exhibition.  So Wednesday was a 
great day then the upset a Lilly happened 
the next day.  A nice little rollercoaster ride 

of emotions. 

 

This monthôs meeting will be a presentation 
on soils by Paul Weishaar.  I have seen 
this presentation many times over the 
years and always learn something new.  

Please try to attend if at all possible. 

Mark Fields 
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Knoxville Bonsai Exhibition 

Weekend Rendezvous with Ryan Neil 

Saturday May 8th, 2010 

This year marks the 7th Annual Knoxville Bonsai Exhibition held in 
Knoxville, TN. Previously, the exhibition took place on the Univer-
sity of Tennessee Agricultural campus and featured bonsai from 
enthusiasts and clubs spanning Tennessee. However, this year 
the Knoxville Bonsai Society has decided to completely change 
the format and convert the event into a one-day intensive study 
session and formal display critique. In addition, this year the 
Knoxville Bonsai Society would like to expand the exhibition by 
extending an invitation to your club and its members to participate 

this coming May 2010. 

The exhibition and intensive study session will be held at Bjorvala 
Bonsai Studio (www.bjorvalabonsai.com) in Knoxville, TN on Sat-
urday May 8th, 2010. Participantsô bonsai will be exhibited in the 
facilityôs outdoor display garden, each tree being given its own 
distinct display area so that the work of individual participants may 
be viewed and appreciated in full. Participation is free and open to 

individuals of all levels of experience. 

In addition, the guest artist for this yearôs event will be Ryan Neil. 
Mr. Neil recently completed a full 6 year apprenticeship at the 
garden of Masahiko Kimura in Omiya, Japan and is fast becoming 
the most sought-after bonsai professional in the world. Ryanôs 
work has been featured in numerous magazines across the globe 
and in every major exhibition in Japan, including the Kokufu-ten, 
Taikan-ten, and Sakufu-ten. Ryan will conduct a critique of the 
exhibition trees early Saturday morning, followed by an intensive 
study session in which participants will bring their own material for 
hands-on styling work and advice. This is truly a special and rare 
opportunity to study with and learn from one of the top bonsai 

masters in the world. 

Schedule of Events: 

 

Friday, May 7th, 2010  
            - Noon-9pm: Exhibition set-up @ Bjorvala Bonsai Studio 
 
Saturday, May 8th, 2010 
 - 7am-8am: Final set-up @ Bjorvala Bonsai Studio 
 - 8:30am-10am: Critique of exhibited bonsai 
 - 10am-10:15am: Short break 
 - 10:15-6pm: Intensive Open Workshop (w/ short lunch 
 break)  

  - 6:30pm: Cookout @ Bjorvala Bonsai Studio 

Exhibition 

The exhibition will be held in the newly redesigned outdoor dis-
play garden at Bjorvala Bonsai Studio. Trees will be displayed on 
wooden benches as well as on a number of individual monkey-
poles. Choice of display location within the garden will be on a 

first-come-first-serve basis during set-up on Friday afternoon and 
Saturday morning. On Saturday morning, Ryan Neil will critique 
the exhibited bonsai, providing stylistic and technical advice for 
each. This is one of the most informative events at any exhibition, 
and Mr. Neilôs knowledge and experience will surely be beneficial 
to all in attendance. Participation in the exhibition is free; how-
ever, space is limited, so send the tentative number of trees to be 
displayed to Bjorn Bjorholm (bbjorhol@gmail.com) by April 15th, 

2010. 

 

Open Workshop  

This workshop is open to individuals of ALL levels, from beginner 
to expert. Each participant will be asked to bring one to three 
trees for Ryan Neil to critique and provide styling and mainte-
nance advice. Ryan will work hands-on with each participant to 
improve the bonsai brought to the workshop. This is one of the 
best ways to learn and improve your collection overall as the in-
formation provided by Ryan will undoubtedly be applicable to the 

rest of your bonsai at home. 

 

The cost for each participant is $100 (which includes a box lunch) 
ï a small price for the chance to work with one of the most knowl-
edgeable and fastest rising stars in the bonsai world. Class size is 
limited to 10 participants. To register, contact Bjorn Bjorholm at 
bbjorhol@gmail.com. Deadline to sign-up is April 15th, 2010 so 
get your name in early! A $50 non-refundable deposit is required 

within 7 days of registration. 

Due to the limited class size, we would also like to offer those who 
are interested in observing the open workshop the chance to do 
so. The cost for each observer (which includes a box lunch) is 
$15. To register, contact Bjorn Bjorholm at bbjorhol@gmail.com . 
Deadline to sign-up is April 15th, 2010. The $15 non-refundable 

fee is due within 7 days of registration. 

Cookout 
Dinner will begin at 6:30pm. This will be an informal and fun end 
to a day of hard work in bonsai learning. The cost is $10 per per-
son. To register, contact Bjorn Bjorholm at bbjorhol@gmail.com . 
Deadline to sign-up is April 15th, 2010. The $10 non-refundable 

fee is due within 7 days of registration. 

 

We hope that your club members will join us for this fantastic op-

portunity to meet and learn from our guest artist, Ryan Neil, as 

well as enjoy a day of good food and fellowship with other bonsai 

enthusiasts from the Southeast. We look forward to hearing from 

you! 
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About Bjorn Bjorholm: 

 

Iôm originally from Knoxville, TN.  I was first introduced to bonsai at the age of 13 and have since helped found the Knoxville Bonsai 
Society as well as my own personal business, Bjorvala Bonsai Studio.  My passion for the art of bonsai (and my interest in Japan it-
self) led me to spend a year in Kyoto, Japan as a language major at Ritsumeikan University from 2006-07.  While living in Japan, I 
had the opportunity to attend the Daikan-ten exhibition in Kyoto as well as the Kokufu-ten in Tokyo.  I was also privileged to visit the 
gardens of Saburo Kato & Masahiko Kimura in Tokyo, Koju-en in Kyoto, and Fujikawa Kouka-en in Osaka among others.  Seeing the 
worldôs top bonsai first-hand and being able to speak to the masters in their native language allowed me to develop my skills and un-

derstanding of classical Japanese Bonsai. 

 

While in Japan, I also made several important contacts in the bonsai community including Ryan Neil (Masahiko Kimuraôs current ap-
prentice) as well as Bill Valavanis (owner of International Bonsai). The advice and inspiration of both Ryan and Mr. Valavanis were 
instrumental in my decision to become a bonsai apprentice myself beginning June 2008. This brings me to the point of this site -to 
share with everyone in the bonsai community my experiences as a bonsai apprentice at.  In June 2008, I became a full-time appren-

tice under the guidance of Mr. Keiichi Fujikawa at his Osaka-based nursery Fujikawa Kouka-en. 
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A sampling of some of the styl-

ings of Bjorn Bjorholm  
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(continued from page 1) 

Now that all of the above have been accomplished we can consider 
repotting. How often should you repot? Good question. There is no 
fixed definition. Some bonsai books say grasp the trunk and gently 
try to move the tree from side to side. If it moves easily and the tree 
is healthy you do not have to repot it. I followed this advice once and 
found none of my trees moved. They must all need repotting. Oopsé
all my trees are wired into the pot. Thatôs why they donôt move. Why 
do I wire them to the pot?  I tried not wiring my trees into the pot one 
year but after a couple boisterous trips along the bonsai bench by 
some resident raccoons and then a windy day or two I realized what 
an error this was. So much for what the bonsai books say. As a gen-
eral guide, young bonsai are repotted every year and older, more 
mature trees every three or four years, or more. 

I will not get into the discussion of the contents of your soil mix as a 
Soils Program will be presented at the next IBC meeting. The pro-
gram is also available on the IBC website (www.indybonsai.org ). If 
you are not interested in mixing your own soil, contact Mark Fields at 
Bonsai by Fields.  He has a number of mixes available. (See his ad 
in this newsletter). 

Your deciduous trees should be repotted first. Watch them closely as 
when bud swell begins you have about a two week period to suc-
cessfully repot. I have noticed in my collection the elms bud first, and 
then the maples.  Pruning and repotting of flowering trees should be 

put off until flowering is completed. Many experts recommend allow-
ing the flowering bonsai to bloom one year and then pruning and 
repotting the next year. Danny Use (Ginkgo Bonsai) says never let 
your bonsai flower as it makes them weak. On the other hand Dave 
Kreutz (Satsuki Bonsai) always lets his trees bloom and says flower-
ing has no detrimental effect on the bonsai. Who knows? 

Conifers can be repotted through the end of May in the Indianapolis 
climate while Junipers can be repotted as late as mid June. If you 
repot conifers too early while they are dormant, they are prone to 
root rot. 

Do not repot your tropicals yet. Wait until you see vigorous growth. 
This usually occurs when the temperatures get around 60 degrees 
outside and there is a lot of sunlight. Obviously if you have a green-
house or are using grow lights you can repot earlier. 

Remember to protect all your repotted bonsai from the direct sun and 
wind for at least one week, preferably two. Do not fertilize for 30 
days. You can add Superthrive or hormones to all of your bonsai to 
promote root growth immediately after repotting. 

Any questions? If so bring your question and/or tree to the March 
IBC meeting. We have many talented and knowledgeable experts 
who are willing to share their expertise. Hey, we are an equal oppor-
tunity club so if you want you can even ask some of us unknowledge-
able members for advice. We will be glad to respond. 

http://www.indybonsai.org/
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Date Topic  Presenter  

Wednesday, Jan 6th  2010 Club Agenda Mark Fields 

Wednesday, Feb 3rd  Shimpaku Juniper Carl Wooldridge 

      

Wednesday, March 3rd  Soils and Fertilizers Paul Weishaar 

Tuesday, March 9th  Special Bonsai presentation Bjorn Bjorholm 

      

Wednesday, April 7th  Phoenix Grafting Mark Fields 

      

Sat-Sun, April 24 -25 Bonsai Exhibit at the  Indianapolis Museum of Art 

http://www.imamuseum.org/calendar/bonsai   

Wednesday, May 5th  Root over rock with trident maple Demo Follow-
up & Grafting and air layering 

Ron Fraley Root over Rock Mark 
Fields Grafting 

Saturday, May 9th  Bougainvillea Workshop Erik Wigert 

Wednesday, June 2nd  Members to show their best tree 

Sat-Sun, June 5 -6 Garfield Park Exhibit & Sale   

Wednesday, July 1st  Tropical care and repotting Scott Yelich 

Saturday, July 17th  Backyard Tour & Picnic Mark Fields 

Sunday, July 18th  Craig Coussins Workshop POC Mark Fields 

Wednesday, Aug 4th  Monthly Meeting     

Aug 6 - 16 Indiana State Fair   

Wednesday, Sept 1st  Club Auction, Members Only! 

    

Sat ï Sun, Sept 25 -26 White River Gardens Exhibit & Sale 

Wednesday, Oct 1st  Winterizing your bonsai Mark Fields/Paul Weishaar 

Wednesday, Nov 3rd  Wiring conifer bonsai demo/Elections Mark Fields 

Wednesday, Dec 1st  Christmas Banquet at Oriental Buffet 

From your Mid America Bonsai Alliance (MABA) Delegate.  

Re: MABA 2010 

You definitely need to be thinking about attending. Mark it on your calendar now. June 25-27 in Grand Rap-
ids, MI. For continuously updated information visit the MABA website at www.mababonsai.org . The headliner 
is Kathy Shaner. Kathy is the first woman and the first non-Japanese to be certified as a bonsai master by the 
Nippon Bonsai Kyodo Kumaii in Japan. For further information on Kathy visit www.bonsai.wbff.org/wbc5/
presenters/shaner.htm 

Paul Weishaar 

IBC MABA Delegate 

President MABA 

http://www.imamuseum.org/calendar/bonsai
http://www.bonsai.wbff.org/wbc5/presenters/shaner.htm
http://www.bonsai.wbff.org/wbc5/presenters/shaner.htm
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Fritz Nerding  

Conservatory Manager 

Phone: (317) 327-7184 or 327-7337 
Fax:     (317) 327-7268 

Email:  fnerding@indygov.org 

2505 Conservatory Drive 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46203 

www.Indygov.org 

WHITE RIVER NURSERY & BONSAI  

     1753 SKYLINE DRIVE 

       GREENWOOD, IN 46143 

     317-881-5784 

Richard Stepien 
 

Mark Fields          317-439-0678 

www.bonsaibyfields.com  

By Appointment Only  

Bonsai  

by Fields, LLC  
Bonsai, Pre-bonsai, Seedlings, Pottery, Soil, Fertilizer,  

Tools, Misc. Supplies, Lectures, Workshops 

Grand Rapids, Michigan  

MABA 2010  

IBC Corporate 
Sponsors 

2010 


